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1 . This international preliminary report on patentability (Chapter I) is issued by the International Bureau on behalf of the 
International Searching Authority under Rule 44 Ws.l(a). 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 7 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

In the attached sheets, any reference to the written opinion of the International Searching Authority should be read as a reference 
to the international preliminary report on patentability (Chapter I) instead. 

3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 





Box No. 1 


Basis of the rejxjrt 


□ 


Box No. n 


Priority 


□ 


Box No. m 


Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability 


□ 


Box No. rV 


Lack of unity of invention 




Box No. V 


Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
■ applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 


□ 


Box No. VI 


Certain documents cited 


□ 


Box No. Vn 


Certain defects in the international application 


□ 


Box No. Vm 


Certain observations on the international application 



4, The International Bureau will communicate this report to designated Offices in accordance with Rules 44bis.3{c) and 93 few. 1 but 
not, except where the applicant makes an exjH-ess request under Article 23(2), before the expiration of 30 months from the priority 

date (Rule 44his .2). 
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1 . This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 



Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, Inventive step and Industrial applicability 
Lacl< of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 43b/s.1 (a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or Industrial 

applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects In the International applicatbn 

Certain observations on the International application 



El Box No. I 

□ Box No. II 

□ Box No. Ill 

□ Box No, IV 
H Box No. V 

□ Box No. VI 

□ Box No. VII 

□ Box No. VIII 

2. FURTHER ACTION 

If a demand for Intematbnal preliminary examination Is made, this opinion will usually be^ considered to be a 
wSoplnlon of the Internatfonal Preliminary Examining Authority ("I PEA"). However this dc^sno^^^^ 
the applicant chooses an Authority other than this one to be the IPEA and the chosen "P^^.^f ."^^^.^^^ 
International Bureau under Rule 66.1iMs(b) that written opinions of this International Searching Authonty 
will not be so considered. 

If this opinion Is, as provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA the applicant is invited^^^^^ 
submit to the Ip'ea ^written reply together, where appropriate, with ^^«"dmente before ^^^^^^ 
months from the date of mailing of Form PCTyiSA/220 or before the expiration of 22 months from the priority date, 
whichever expires later. 

For further options, see Form PGTyiSAfi20. . 

3. For further details, see notes to Form PCT/ISA^20. 
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Box No. I Basis of the opinion " 

1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in 
the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following 
language , which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of intemational search 
(under Rules 1 2.3 and 23. 1 (b)). 

2. With regard to any nucleotide andA>r amino acid sequence disclosed In the international application and 
necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ In written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application In computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3. □ In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing andybr table relating thereto 

has been filed or furnished, the required statements that the Information in the subsequent or additional 
copies is identical to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as 
appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments: 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43/7/s.1(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 






No: 


Claims 


1-4.6 


Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 






No: 


Claims 


5,7,8 


Industrial applicability (lA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-8 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V: 

1. Prior Art 

The following documents (D) are referred to in this communication; the numbering will be 
adhered to in the rest of the procedure: 

D1 : WO 01/50038 A (BAUER GERHARD ; BERGER GUENTER (DE); LOHMANN & 
STOLTERFOHT GMBH (DE)) 1 2 July 2001 (2001 -07-1 2) 

Independent Claim 1 
D1 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this document): 

"a high ratio epicyclic gear assembly comprising two high torque planetary trains (5a, 5b) 
through which power flows via two parallel paths in one or other of which is an intermediate 
star train with a low torque differential train or gear which transmits the combined power in 
such a way that the high torque planetary trains (5a, 5b) share the total torque in a pre- 
determined ratio (see figures 1 , 2, 4, 6, 7)." 

The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore not new (Article 33(2) POT). 

2. Dependent Claims 2 to 7 

Dependent claims 2 to 7 do not appear to contain any additional features which, in 
combination with the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of 
the PCT with respect to novelty or inventive step. These claims appear to suggest only 
slight changes in the system of claim 1 which, having regard to the prior art (see D1), come 
within the scope of the customary practice followed by persons skilled in the art, especially 
as the advantages thus achieved can be readily contemplated in advance. Consequently, 
the subject matter of claims 2 to 4 and 6 appears to lack novelty and the subject matters of 
claims 5 and 7 appear to lack at least an inventive step. 

4. Independent Claim 8 
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Claim 8 makes reference to an epicyclic inversion of any one of the assemblies of claims 1 
to 7 which do not meet the requirements of the EPC. As a consequence, independent 
claim 10 is likewise not allowable. 

5. Conclusions 

It is not at present apparent which part of the application could serve as a basis for a new, 
allowable claim. Should the applicant nevertheless regard some particular matter as 
patentable, an independent claim should be filed. The applicant should also indicate in the 
letter of reply the difference of the subject-matter of the new claim vis-a-vis the state of the 
art and the significance thereof. 

Independent claim 1 is not in the two-part form in accordance with Rule 6.3(b) POT, which 
in the present case would be appropriate, with those features known in combination from 
the prior art (D1) being placed in the preamble (Rule 6.3(b)(1) POT) and with the remaining 
features being Included in the characterising part (Rule 6.3(b)(ii) PCT). 

The features of the claims are not provided with reference signs placed in parentheses 
(Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 

Definitions in dependent claims 5 (Rule 6.2(a) PCT) and 6 should be corrected (...6 and 8 
planets..*, ...1 2 and 5 planets...; ...in whichever power path does not have..,). 

The relevant background art disclosed in D1 is not mentioned in the description, nor is this 
document identified therein (Rule 5.1 (a)(ii) PCT). 

In order to facilitate the examination of the conformity of the amended application with the 
requirements of Article 34(2)(b) PCT, the applicant is requested to clearly identify the 
amendments carried out, no matter whether they concern amendments by addition, re- 
placement or deletion, and to indicate the passages of the application as filed on which 
these amendments are based (see also Rule 66.8(a) PCT). 

Care should be taken during revision, especially of the introductory portion and any state- 
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ments of problem or advantage, not to add subject-matter which extends beyond the 
content of the application as originally filed (Article 34(2)b) PCT). 

If the applicant regards it as appropriate these indications could be submitted in 
handwritten form on a copy of the relevant parts of the application as filed. 
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